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REMARKS ON TH 


ACCOUNTS OF THE DEATH OF DAVID 


E 
HUME, ESQ. AND SAMUEL FINLEY, D. D. 


(Concluded from Page 108.) 


The common sense and feel- 
ings of mankind, have always 
taught them to consider death as 
a most awful and interesting 
event. If it were nothing more 
than a separtion from all that 
we love in this world; the dis- 
solution of our bodies; and the 
termination of our present mode 
of existence, there would be suf- 
ficient reason for approaching it 
with tender and solemn reflec- 
tion. But when we add those 
anticipations of which very few, 
if any, can wholly divest them- 
selves; that scene of “ untried 
being,” which lies before us ; 
and especially shat eternity which 
the christian revelation unfolds, 
death becomés an object of un- 
utterable moment; and every 
sober thought of it bears upon 
the heart with a weight of soli- 
citude which it is not in the pow- 
er of unaided reason to remove. 
The mere possibility of our living 
hereafter, is enough to engage 
the attention of a wise man : the 
probability of it 18 too grave and 
affecting to leave an excuse for 


indifference ; and the certainty 
with which the scriptures speak 
of it, as of an immortality of bles- 
sedness or of wo, allows to light 
and ludicrous speculations con- 
cerning it, no other character 
than that of the insanity of wick- 
edness. 

When that hour draws nigh 
which shall close the business of 
life, and summon the spirit to 
the bar of ‘God who gave it,’’ 
all the motives to deception 
cease ; and those false reasonings, 
which blind the judgment, are 
dissipated. It is the hour of 
truth, and of sincetity. Such, 
at least, is the general fact, which 
cannot be invalidated by the con- 
cession that, in some instances, 
men have been found to cherish 
their infatuation, and practise 
their knavery to the very last. 
Their number in places which 
enjoy the pure gospel, the only 
ones in our present view, 1S too 
small to make any perceptible 
difference in the amount ; or to 


_ disparage that respectful cre- 


dence with which the rustic and 
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awoke ine-—-aWwoke me to truth 
and misery. But I am not 
going to discuss this question. 
‘Lhe poor infidel does not ilies 
himself, and why should others 
believe him?) With one beeuth 
he endeavors to cry down the 
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the sage listen to 
of a dying bed. 
By this testimony, the * gos- 
pel of the grace of God,” has ob- 
tained, among every people and 
in every such strong con- 
firmation, and has into 


the testimony 
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age, 
carried 


‘nee, such ir- 
for its truth, 


the human consci 
resistable 
its power, 
lency, ih its 


appeals 


enemies he ave ie. 
bored with all their might, to 
discredit these Srepeniyees- They 
have attacked the principle upon 
which the testimony of a dying 
believer rests. “Vhey have said 
that the mind, ee: necessarily 
enteebled by the ravages of mor- 
tal disease mS the body, is not 
a compet ent judg ve of its own op- 
erations that the looks, the 
, the whole conduct of sur- 
rounding friends, excite artificial 
emotic ns in the dying—that su- 
perstition hasa prodigious as- 
cendency over their imagination 
that their joyful impressions 
ot heaven, are the mere reveries 
of a disturbed brain ; that their 
serenity, their steady hope, their 
placid faith, are only the natural 
consequence of long habit, which 
never operates more freely than 
when the faculty of reflection is 
impaired—All this, and more 
like this, do unhappy mortals 
who take, or pretend to take, 
pleasure in putting an extinguish- 
cr upon the light of life, detail 
with an air of. superiority, as if 
we | had fallen upon a discovery 
vhich merits the plaudits of the 
wall But were it even so— 
were the christian victory over 
death only a dream, it isa dream 
so swect and blessed, that with 
the scourger of lord Boling- 
broke’s philosophy, I should “ ac- 
eount that man a villain that 


ifal 


argument to be derived in favor 
of their religion, from the peace- 
ful death of christians ; and with 
the next to enlist it in his own 
service. Hie omits no opportu. 
nity of celebrating the intrepidi- 
ty or composure displayed by 
sceptical brethren in their last 
moments. Let the letter of Dr. 
Adam Smith, concerning the 
death of David Hume, Esq. re- 
printed in the foregoing pages, 
be a proof. Every sentence be- 
trays his anxiety to set off his 
friend to the best advantaye.— 
The dullest observer cannot but 
perceive his design to compare 
Mr. Hume dying an infidel, with 
a christian dying in the faith of 
Jesus. Let us draw out, at 
length, that comparison which 

has only insinuated ; and that 
the effect may be more decisive 
let us remember, that the whole 
annals of unbelief do not furnish 
amore favorable example than 
he has selected. Mr. Hume was 
aman of undisputed genius — 
His versatile talent, his intense 
application, his large acquire- 
ments, and his uncommon acute- 
ness, place him, perhaps, at the 
head of those enemies of reveia- 
tion who attempt to reason ; as 
Voltaire stands without a rival 
among those who only scoff. He 
had, besides, what rarely belong: 
to the ascertained infidel, a good 





* Hunter’s View of the philosop!- 
ical character and writings of Lord 
Viscount Bolingbroke. 
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moral reputation. We mean that 
he was not addicted to lewdness, 

to drunkenness, to kKnavery, to 
profane swearing,* or any of 





* On turther recotlection, we are 
compelled to deduct from Mr. Hume’s 
morality, his freedom from profane 
swearing. Forinan account of the 
life and writings of the Kev. Dr. Rob- 
ertson, the great historian, drawn up 
by professor Dugald Stewart, there 
js aletter from Mr. Hume to the Doc- 
tor, in which he descends tothe coarse 
and vulgar profanity of the alc-house, 
and the main-deck. To ask his ree- 
erend correspondent, the principal! of 
the University of Edinburgh, the ec- 
clesiastical premier of the church of 
Scotland, ‘* Whar the dewil he had to 
do with tha: old fashioned, danghne 


word, wherewith 2’? and to teil him 


«T will see you d—d sooner.”’ viz. 
than ‘* swallow your Aath’’*—are 
such gross violations of decency, that 
uniess Mr. Hume had been accustom- 
e/ to adorn his speech with similar ex- 
pletives, they never could have found 
their way into afamiliar letter; much 
less into a letter designed forthe eye 
ofa min to whom, considering his 
profession only, they were a direct in- 
sult. We do not wonder that Mr. 
Stewart should‘: hesitate about the 
propriety of subjecting to the criti- 
cisms of the world so careless an effu- 
sion.”?> But knowing as we do, the 
urbanity of that gentleman’s man- 
ners, the elegance of his mind, and 
iis high sense of decorum, we much 

wonder that his hesitation had not a 
Ai ferent issue. We fear that all men 
of sobriety, we are sure that all men 
of religion, will refuse to accept Mr, 
Hume’s ‘‘ gaiety and affection,’ as an 
apology for his vileness ; or to Jet it 
pass off under the mask of * playful 
and good-natured irony.’’ If a phi- 
losopher’s ** affection’® must vent it- 
self in ribaldry; if he cannot be 
‘playful and good-natured,” without 
plundering the waterman and scaven- 
ger of their appropriate phraseology, 
we own, that his conversation has : n> 





* An account of the Life and Writ- 
ings of William Robertson, b. D. pre- 
fixed to his works, p. 80, 81. 
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those grosser vices which are the 
natur: ul and ordinary companions 
of enmity to the gospel. For 
otherwise, as he labored to un- 
settle all fixed principles of be- 
lief ; to overturn the whole sys- 
tem of moral obligation ; to ob- 
literate a sense of God’s author- 
ity from the conscience; and 
positively to inculcate the inno- 
cence of the greatest crimes, he 
must be accounted one of the 
most flagitiously immoral men 
that ever lived. 

Fis panegyrist, too, was a 
man of superior parts and pro- 
found erudition, The name of 
Adam Smith will always rank high 
in the republic of letters ; and 
will never be pronounced, but 
with respect, by the political 
economist. Mr. Hume can have 
lost nothing ; has possibly gain- 
ed much, by the pen of his friend. 
‘Taking him therefore, as the let- 
ter to Mr. Strahan represents 
him, let us contrast him with 
that servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Dr. Samuel Finley. 

Whatever be a man’s opinions, 
one of his most rational occupa- 
tions in the prospect of leaving 
the world, is to look back upon 
the manner in which he has pass- 





attractionsforus. Sucha‘* glimpse’’ 
as this letter affords, of the ‘* writer 
and his correspondent in the habits of 
private intercourse,” is far from 
‘suggesting not unpleasing. pictures 
of the hours which they borrowed 
from business and study.’’ But the 
most melancholy reflection is, that 
such intimacies and correspondences 
furnish an index of Dr. Robertson’s 
own character. The infidels never 
allowed that he had any thing of the 
christian minister but his canonicals 
and his sermons. Withthese excep- 
tions they claimed him as theirown, 
and their claim appears to have been 
too well founded. 
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ed through it: to compare his 
cuties with his conduct, and to 
inquire how far he deserves the 
approbation or the reproach of 
his own conscience. With a 
christian this admits not of dis- 
pute. Nor will it be disputed 
by a deist, who professes his faith 
in the being and providence of 
God, and a state of rewards and 
puuishments hereafter, propor- 
tioned to the degree of crime or 
of virtue here. ‘T'o such a one 
itis, upon his own principles, a 
question of unspeakable import- 
«auce, Whether he shall commence 
his future existence with hopes 
of happiness, or with fears of mis- 
ery ? especially as he relies much 
upon the efficacy of penitence 
and prayer, in procuring for- 
giveness of his faults, indulgence 
to his infirmities, and a general 
mitigation of whatever is unfa- 
vorable. Nay, the mortal deist, 
or the atheist himself, for they 
are not worth the trouble of a 
distinction, ought, for their own 
sakes in this life, to be so employ- 
ed. If, with the pejpetion of all 
religious constraint, they have 
not also uprooted every affection 
of their nature, nothing could 
afford them more gratification 
in the evening of their days, than 
the consciousness of their having 
contributed something to the 
mass Of human comfort. In 
short, whether we argue upon 
christian, or unchristian orounds, 
it can be the interest of none but 
the worthless and the malignant, 
to shut their eyes upon their own 
history, and sink down in death, 
as a bullock drops under the 
knife of his executioner. 

Yet strange as it may appear, 
and inconsistent as it certainly is 
with his high pretentions, there 
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are few things So rare as a dying 
infidel taking a deliberate retro- 
spect of life. We say a deliber. 
ate retrospect ; for it is undeniable, 
that on many of those who, like 
the apostate Julian, waged im- 
placable war with the Galilee 
conscience recovering from * 
slumbers, has, at the hour of 
death or the apprehension of it. 
forced an unwilling and torment. 
ing recollection of their deeds. 
The point of honor in their phi- 
losophy secms to be, and their 
utmost attainment 1s, to keep 
completely out of view, both the 
past and the future. ‘This was 
evidently the case with Mr. Hume. 
Read over again Dr. Smith’s let- 
ter to Mr. Strahan, and you will 
not find a syllable from which 
you could gather that there is an 
hereafter, a providence, or a God 
—not a sentence to indicate that 
Mr. Hume believed he had ever 
committed a sin ; or was, in any 
respect, an accountable being. 
Turn now away from the phi- 
losopher, and hear what a be. 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ 
has to say. Melting into grati- 
tude for that mercy which he 
had received from his heavenly 
father, he goes back tothe com- 
mencementof his christian course, 
and desires his friend-to pray that 
God “ would be pleased to let 
him feel just as he did at that 
time 1 Bea he first closed with 
Christ,” and the rapture of his 
soul came near to the blessedness 
of heaven. With deep humility 
he owns his sinfulness: net a 
whisper of extenuation or apolo- 
gy does he utter—“I know not 
in what language to speak of my 
own unworthiness—I have been 
undutiful.” But with great ten- 
derness, as in the presence of the 
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Omniscient, he attests his satis- 


faction with time spent in his 


christian duties and enjoyments. 
« I can truly say that I have lov- 
ed the service of God—I have 
honestly endeavored to act for 
God, but with much weakness 
and cc rruption—l have tried my 
master’s yoke, and wiil never 
shrink my neck from it.” That 
he had been useful to others, and 
instrumental in their salvation, 
was to him a source of pure and 
elevated joy. ‘* The Lord has 
given me many souls as a crown 
of my rejoicing ”’ 

What think you, now, reader, 
of Mr. Hume and Dr. Finley, with 
regard to their retrospect of life ? 
Who evinces most of the good 
and the virtuous man? Whose 
reflections, is it reasonable to 
conclude, were the most delight- 
iui? J7is, who let none of them 
escape his lips? or Ais, whose 
words were inadequate to express 
their abundance or their sweet- 
ness? No; the one had not de- 
lightful recollections to commu- 
nicate. High happiness is never 
selfish. The overflowing heart 
pours off its exuberance into the 
bosom of a friend. And had 
Mr. H. had any thing of this sort 
to impart, his companions and 
encomiasts would have shared in 
his pleasure, and would not have 

forgotten to tell the world of its 
luxury. ‘Their silence was a 
Sufficient comment, 

Let us extend our comparison 
to a particular which, more than 
almost any thing else, touches 
the pride of philosophy? We 
mean the dignity displayed by the 
infidel and by the christian res- 
pectively. 

sk Dr. Smith. He will tell 
you that at the very time when 
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he knew his dissolution was near, 
Mr. Hume continued to * divert 
himself as usual, with correcting 
his own works for a new edition ; 
with reading books of amuse- 
ment ; with the conversation of 
his friends ; and sometimes, in 
the evening, with a party at his 
favorite game of whist.” Behold 
the dying occupation of a cap- 
tain of infidelity ! Of one who is 
eulogized “ as approaching as 
nearly to the idea of a perfectly 
wise and virtuous man, as, per- 
haps, the nature of human frailty 
will admit’’—his most serious 
employment is ‘ diverting him- 
self.” Just about to yield up 
his last breath, and ‘* divertin 

himself.”? From what ? Let them 
answer who know that there are 
apt to be troublesome visitors to 
the imagination and the con- 
science of one who has prostitu- 
ted his powers to the purpose of 
spreading rebellion against the 
God who made him! “ Divert- 
ing himself!” With what? With 
correcting his own works fora 
new edition ! a considerable por- 
tion of which “ works”’ is destin- 
ed to prove that justice, mercy, 
faith, and all the circle of both 
the duties and charities, are 
obligatory only because they are 
useful ; and, by consequence, that 
their opposites shall be obligato- 
ry when they shall appe ar to be 
more usefui—that the religion 
of the Lord Jesus, which has 
“brought life and immortality 
to light,”? is an imposture 
that aduliery is a_ bagatelle ; 
and suicide a virtue ! W ith 








what? With reading books of 
amusement. ‘The adventures ot 


Don Quixote ; the tales of the 
genil; a novel, a tragedy, a 
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farce, 2 collection of sonnets ; 
any thing but those sober and 
searching treatises which are fit 
for o&e who * considers his latter 
end.” With what ? With the 
conversation of his friends ; such 
as Dr. Smith, and Dr. Black, 
ancther famous infidel, who, as 
they had nothing inviting to dis- 
cuss about futurity, and Mr. H. 
could not bear the fatigue of ab- 
struse speculation, must have en- 
re: He him with ail that jejune 
small talk which makes great 
wits look so very contemptible, 
when they have nothing to say. 
With what? With an evening 
party at his favorite game of 
whist! A card table ! and all 
thatgauseous gabble for which 
the @ird table is renowned! ‘The 
question is to be decided, wheth- 
er such stupendous faculties as 
had been lavished upon Mr. 
Hume, were to be blasted into 
annihilation ; or expanded to the 
visiok and fruition of the Inri- 
nitk Goop; or converted into 
inlets of endless pain, despair, 
and horror? A question which 
might convulse the abyss, and 


- move the thrones of heaven—and 


while the decision is preparing, 


preparing for him, Mr. H. sits 


down to a gaming board, with 
gambling companions, to be * di- 
verted” with the chances of the 
cards,, and the edifying conver- 
sationgto which they give rise! 
Such @ the digniiy otf this almost 
s perfectly wise and virtuous 
man§—sSuch a ph ilos op bei’s prep- 
arat®n tor death ! 

Let us leave him at the card- 
table, and pay a second visit to 
Dr. Finley. From his gracious 
lips net a trifling word escapes. 
In his ardent soul, now ready to 
speed its flight to the spirits of the 
‘ 
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just, there is no room for * di- 
version,” for “ correcting”? com. 
positions ; for “ books of amuse- 
ment ;”’ or for ‘* games of whist.” 
The everlasting life of those a- 
round him—the spiritual pros- 
perity of a congregation dear to 
him—the interests of his Re. 
deemer among the nations 
these, these are the themes which 
fill his thoughts and dwell upon 
his tongue. *« Oh that each of 
you,” says he to the spectators 
of his pain, “ may experience, 
what, blessed be God, I do, when 
ye come to die.”—* Give my 
love to the people of Princeton : 
tell them that I am going to die, 
and that I am not afraid of death. 
The Lord Jesus take care of his 
cause in the world,’’ 

The manner in which Mr. H. 
and Dr. F. directly contemplated 
death, and the effects of death, 





presents another strong point of 


contrast. It is evident from the 
whole of Dr. Smith’s narrative, 
that the former confined, or wish- 
ed to confine, his view to the 
mere physical event—to the bodi- 
ly anguish which it might create, 
and its putting a period to earth- 
ly enjoyments. 
the philcsopher’s ** magnanimi- 
ty’? centers here. Allowing t» 
his composure under these views 
of death, as much as can reason- 
ably be demanded, we do not 
perceive in it a//that * magna- 
nimity” which is perceived by 
Dr. S. Thousands who had no 
pretensions to philosophical pre- 
eminence, have been Mr. H’s 
equals on this ground. If he 
had succeeded in persuading him- 
self, as his writings tend to per- 

suade others, that the spirit of 
man, like the spirit of a beast, 
“ goeth downwards ;” that whes 
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the breath should leave his body, 
there would be an end of Mr. 
Hume that the only change 
would be to * turn afew ounces 
of blood into a different chan- 
nel’’—to vary the form ofa clus- 
ter of corpuscles, or to scatter a 
bundle of perceptions up and 
down through that huge collec- 
tion of impressions and ideas— 
that stupendous mass of nothings, 
of which his philosophy had sa- 
gaciously discovered the whole 
material and intellectual worid 
to be composed—lIf this were all, 
we cannot discern in what his 
magnanimity consisted. It is 
chiefly as a moral event, that 
death is interesting—as an event 
which, instead of putting an end 
to our existence, only introduces 
us to a mode of existence as much 
more interesting than the pres- 
ent, as eternity is more interest- 
ing than time. 

It is this view that chiefly en- 
gaged the attention of Dr. Fin- 
ley. In common with others, 
he was to undergo the pains of 
dissolution. But he rested not 
inthese. He fixed his eye upon 
that new form which all his re- 
lations to God, to holiness, to 
sin, and the inhabitants of the 
future world, were shortly to as- 
same. The reader, we doubt 
not, perceives the immense dis- 
parity between these cases. Mr. 
H. looks at death as it affects the 
affairs of this world. Dr. F. as 
itinvolves eternal issues. Mr. 
H. according to his own notions, 
had nothing to encounter but the 
struggles of nature ; and noth- 
ing to lose but a few temporal 
enjoyments. Before Dr. F. was 
the tribunal of God, and the 
stake at hazard was an immor- 
tal soul. An error here is itre- 





trievable ; the very thought of 
its possibility is enough to shake 
every fibre of the frame; and 
proportionably precious and cer- 


tain must be that religion which 


can assure the believer of his safe- 
ty, and convey him with peace- 
fulness and pleasure to his fa- 
ther’s house. 

This being the case, let us 
weigh the consolations of the 
philosopher against those of the 
christian. 

Dr. Smith has made the most 
of them in behalf of the former ¢ 
but a very little scrutiny will 
show that they are light and 
meagre indeed. ‘ 1 am dying,’’ 
they are the words of Mr. H. 
‘as easily and cheerfully as my 
best friends could desire.” 
‘© When he became very weak,” 
says Dr. Black, “it cost him an 
effort to speak; and he died in 
such a happy composure of mind, 
that nothing could exceed it.” 

We are not without suspicion, 
that on the part of Mr. H. there 
is some affectation here ; and on 
the part of his friends, some pret- 
ty high coloring. In the mouth 
of a christian, ‘* composure,’? 
* cheerfulness,” “complacency,” 
‘‘resirnation,” ‘ happiness,” in 
death, have an exquisite meaning. 
But what meaning can they have 
in the mouth of one, the very 
best of whose expectations is the 
extinction of his being ? Is there 
any ** complacency” in the tho’t 
of perishing ? any “ happiness’? 
in the dreary and dismal antici- 
pation of being blotted out of 
life? It is a farce: It isa 
mockery of every human feeling ; 
and every throbing of the heart 
convicts it of a lie. But Mr. 
Hume expected a better state of 
existence——Nay, talk not of that. 
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Thére is not, either in his own 
expressions, or those of his 
friends, the faintest allusion to 
futurity. That glorious light 
which shines through the grave 
upon the redeemed of the Lord, 
was the object of his derision. 
No comfort from this quarter. 
The accomplishment of his earth- 
ly wishes, and the prosperity of 
his near relatives, are the only 
reasons as! signed for his cheerfuly 
ness But these are insufficient. 
In thousands, and ten thousands, 
they have not availed to preclude 
the most alarming forebodings ; 
and why should they do more for 
Mr. Hume? 

In the next place, how shall 
we interpret his “ resignation ?” 
Resignation to what? ‘To the di- 
vine will? O no! God was not 
in a!l his thoughts. But death 
was at hand, and he could not es- 
cape; he submitted to a stroke 
which it was impossible to avoid. 
And all that is said of his “* com- 
posure,” and ‘ cheerfulness,” 
and “ resignation,” and ‘ com- 
placency,’”? when measured by 
the scale of truth, amounts to no 
more than a sottish unconcern 
set off with a fictitious gaiety. 
It is easy to work up a fine de- 
scription ; and it is often most 
fine, when most remote from the 
fact. Let any infidel between 
the poles produce, if he can, a 
reason that shall satisfy a child, 
why one who has lived without 
God, should find * complacen- 
cy” indeath. Nothing but that 
“ hope which maketh not asham- 
ed,” is a cause equal to such an 
effect. But “ hope’ beyond 
the grave, is a word which had 
no place in Mr. Hume’s vocabu- 
lary, because the thing had no 
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place in his soul. 
however, that he 
Fel: his ruling passion strong in death. 
Whatever his decay had weakens 
ed, his vesire to see * the down- 
fail of some of the prevailing sys- 
tems of oye tition,” which, 
with Mr. Hume, meant neither 
more nor Jess than the destruc. 
tion of christianity, in every mod- 
ication retained its whole vig- 
or. And thus, while ventine 
his spite at the only ‘ system” 
which ever could render death 
comfortable ; he goes to Ln. 
cian’s Dialogues, and edifies his 
friends with chattering nonsense 
about Charon and his boat! 6 
cecas hominum mentes! Nothing 
can be more blind and infatua- 
ted than the fanatacism of phi. 
losophy * falsely so called.” 
With this puertie levity before 
our eyes ; and this contemptible 
wong sounding in our ears, 
we must listen to tales of Mr. 
renders Magnanimity, complia- 
cency, and resignation ! 

From a barren exhibition of 
atheism, let us repair once more 
to the servant of God. In Dr. 
Finley, we see a man dying not 
only with cheerfulness, but with 
ecstacy. Of his friends, his wile, 
his children, he takes a joy/u! 
leave ; eegrweee all that he 
held most dear in this world, not 
to the uncertainties of earthly 
fortune, but to the “ promises o! 
his God.” Although his tempo- 
ral circumstances were very mod- 
erate ; although he Aad sons and 
daughters to provide for, and 
slender means of doing it, he ielt 
not a2 moment’s uneasiness——— 
Leave thy fatherless children with 
me; JL will preserve them alive 3 
and let thy widows trust in me, Wa° 
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1809. | On the Death of D. 
in his estimation, a better securi- 
ty for their support, than any in- 
heritance in lands or lucre. Andas 
to death itself—whobutone* filled 
with hopes full of immortality,” 
could use such language as this— 
“ A christian’s death is the best 
part of his existence’”’—“ Blessed 
be God ! eternal rest is at hand.”” 
—* Q I shall triumph over eve- 
ry foe,” (he meant sin, satan, 
death, the grave,) “the Lord 
hath given re the victory—lI ex- 
ult; 1 triumph! Now I know 
that it is impossible. that faith 
should not triumph over earth 
and hell’’?—** Lord Jesus, into 
thy hands I commit my spirit ; 
Ido it with confidence; 1 do it 
with full assurance. I know that 
thou wilt keep that which I have 
committed unto thee.” We ap- 
peal to all the world, whether any 
thing like this, any thing that 
deserves so much as to be named 
in comparison, ever fell from the 
lips of an infidel ? How poor, 
how mean, how miserable, does 
he aia when brought to the 
contrast! Let the reader review 
again the situation of Dr. Fin- 
ley, ponder his words, and mark 
their spirit; and then let him go 
back to Mr. Hume’s * diver- 
sion’’——to his correcting his athe- 
istical writings for a new edition 
—io his * books of cite 
—to his “ game of whist’’—~to 
his insipid raillery about Charon 
and his boat! Truly the infidels 
have cause to look big, and des- 
pise the followers of Jesus Christ ! 

** Pray, sir,’ said a young man 
to the late Dr. Black, in the pre- 
sence of a juvenile company, at 
the Dr’s own table, * Pray sir, 
how did Mr. Hume die?” * Mr. 
Hume,” answered the sceptical 
chymist, with an air of great sig- 
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nificance, ** Mr. Hume died, as 
he lived, a Philosopher.’ Dr. 
Black himself has aided Dr.Smith 
in telling us what the death of a 
philosopher is. It has taught us, 
if nothing before did, that the pa- 
thetic pees gernge + Let my 
soul be with the philosophers, " 
belongs to one who is a stranger 
to truth and happiness. It they 
resemble Mr. Hume, we will 
most devoutly exclaim, “ Fur- 
thest from them is best.” Let 
our souls be with the christians ! 
with the humble believers in that 
Jesus who is ‘the resurrection 
and the life.” Let them be with 
Samue! Finley ; let them not be 
with David Hume ! 

We cannot close these stric- 
tures, without again reminding 
the reader, that no instance of 
composure in death is to be found 
more favotable to the infidel 
boast, than the instance of Mr. 
Hume. and yet, how jejune 
and forlorn does he appear, in 
comparison of Dr. Finley. The 
latter longs for his departure, 
‘‘as the hireling pants for the 
evening shade ;” and when it 
comes, he pours around him his 
‘kindly benedictions; his eye 
beams with celestial brilliancy ; 
he shouts, Salvation! and is 
away to “the bosom of his Fa- 
ther and his God.” 

But in the other all is blank. 
No joy sparkles in his eye: no 
hope swells his bosom ; an un- 
meaning smile is on his counte- 
nance, and frigid ridicule dishon- 
ors his lips. Be it never for- 
gotten, that no infidels die in tri- 
umph! ‘The utmost to which they 
pretend, is dying with calmness. 
Even this rarely happens ; and, 
the scripture being, judge, it is a 
part of their accursedness. It 
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imparts the deeper horror to the 
surprise of the eternal world.— 
But, if you reverse the picture, 
and ask how many infidels close 
their career in anguish, in dis- 


traction, in a fearful looking-fir of 
judgment and fury indignation which 


shall devour the ‘ADVERSARIES ?’— 


how endlesss iS the train ot 


wretches, how piercing their cry ! 
That arch blasphemer, Voltaire, 
left the world with hell antici- 
pated : and we hear so frequent- 
ly of his disciples “* going to their 
own place” in a similar manner, 
that the dreadful narratives lose 
their effect by repetition. Itwas 
quite recently that a youth in 
the state of New-York, who had 
been debauched by the ribald- 
rous impiety of Paine, yielded 
up the ghost with dire impreca- 
tions on the hour when he-first 
saw an infidel book, and on the 
murderer who first put it into his 
hand. But who ever heard of a 
dying man’s cursing the day in 
which he believed in Jesus ?— 
While such an imstance, we are 
bold to assert, never occurred, 
nothing is more common than 
the peaceful: death of them who 
have ‘** tasted that the Lord is 
gracious.”? ‘l'hey who see prac- 
tical christianity in those retreats 
which the eye of a profane phi- 
losopher seldom penetrates, could 
easily filla long record of dying 
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beds softened with that bland 
submission, and cheered with that 
victorious hope, which threw so 
heavenly a lustre round the bed 
of Dr. Finley. 

These things carry with them 
their own recommendation to 
the conscience which is not yet 
“seared as with a hot iron.” 
If our pages fall into the hands 
of the young, we affectionately 
entreat them to ‘¢ remember their 
Creator in the days of their 
youth 3’? “ to make their calling 
and their election sure,’’ before 
they be ‘‘ hardened by the de- 
ceitfulness of sin.”” Rich arethe 
tints of that beauty, and sweet the 
fragrance of those blossoms, on 
which, in the morning of life, the 
Lord cur God sheds down the 
dews of his blessing. You would 
not wish to be associated with in- 
fidels in their death—shun the 
contagion of their principles 
while you are in spirits and in 
health. Your hearts cannot but 
sigh, ‘* Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end 
be like his’”’—cast in then, your 
lot with him ; choose for your 
own God, the God of Samuel 
Finley ; and like him, you shall 
have hope in your death ;” 
like him, you shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance,” when 
“the memory of the wicked 
shall rot.” 
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ESSAY IIL. 


Considerations to excite professing 
Christians to let their light shine 
before Mens 


PROFESSING christians may 
do much to prevent or promote 
the success of truth and the salva- 
tion of men. They, like the Phar- 
isees, may shut up the kingdom 
of heaven against those, who are 
entering. If the ministers of 
Christ should preach in the most 
convincing manner against any 
open vices, and christians should 
live in the practice of them, what 
would the impenitent say ? They 
must say that they: did not preach 
the truth, that the practices they 
cenounced as evil are not vi- 
cious ; or that professors disbe- 
lieved, and, for that reason, dis- 
regarded the things, which were 
taught them. The wicked are 
inclined to believe the former. 
for their hearts lead them to ad- 
mit any thing as true, which they 
love, that will quiet their con- 
They delight in evil 
courses. If professors lived and 
indulged themselves in them, 
they would readily believe they 
were innocent. 

With respect to the greater 
part of impenitent sinners thev 
live a secure, careless, stupid life, 
and, not unfrequently justify 
themselves for the manner, in 
wich they spend their days. 

It is the duty of ministers to 


scrences. 


labor abundantly to convince 
them, that a stupid, secure life, 

is the certain road to death ; to 
alarm their fears, and awake 
them out of that deep sleep into 
which they have fallen. But if 
God’s people are conformed to 
the world, careless and — 
ly in their lives, having the forn 

of religion, when the power of it 
is not visible, they are stumbling 
blocks to the impenitent. If they 
are so cold and indifferent, that 
their conversation is not in heav- 
en, but concerning worldly busi- 
ness, politics, fashions, amuse- 
ments, and other vain, trifling 
things, they destroy the force and 
energy of truth. When they 
live in this manner, the spirit of 
Christ and religion is not mani- 
fested by them: the difference 
between them and unbelievers is 
not discernible. It is true their 
outward deportment may, be 
what the world would cail, mor- 
al and decent. And the lives of 
the impenitent may be as inoffen- 
sive. While professors live in 
this manner, what do they more 
than others ? How will sinners 
live, if they imitate the example, 
which professors of this stamp 
set before them? ‘They will 
lead «a careless, stupid life ; re- 
ligion and the solemn things of 
cuarnity will be cisregarded ; the 
salvation of the soul will be neg- 
lected ; and left to famish wad 
perish in sin. For such lives pro- 
fessors generally live, who have 
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only, the form without the pow- 
er of religion. Do not profes- 
sors, who conduct in this way, 
practically say to the wicked, 
your danger is not so great, that 
it need alarm you; religion is 
not so important as to require 
your first, and principal aitten- 
tion; the soul is not of more 
vorth than the world; lead a 
moral, inoffensive life, then you 
may be sure of heaven ? 

Now, when sinners read the 
word of God, where they find 
their wickedness and danger de- 
scribed in the clearest manner ; 
where they are informed, that 
religion isthe one thing neadful ; 
that the soul is of such worth 
that nothing can be exchanged 
for it; where they find other 
truths recorded equally import- 
ant, weighty, and impressive, 
what views might they entertain 
of such professors as above delin- 
eated ? When they hear likewise 
the ministers of the gospel teach- 
ing these truths in the word of 
God, which respect the charac- 
ter, and danger of the impeni- 
tent, and hear them urge with 
earnest solicitude the necessity of 
their awaking from their stupidi- 
ty, shaking off their sloth, and re- 
turning to God peheserage delay, 
what must they think of those 
professors whose lives do not cor- 
respond with such solemn in- 
structions >—They must believe 
that all those things, which they 
read in the word of God, and 
hear from the desk, are false- 
hoods; or that all cold, lifeless 
professors are hypocrites; ; because 
the language of their lives, and 
and the language of the word of 
God are in direct opposition to 
each other. For when they hear 
God in his werd commanding 
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his people to watch, and pray 
without ceasing ; to run the race 
set before them with patience ; 
to fight the good fight of faith ; 
to s seek, to strive, to serve the 
Lord with diligence, and a fer- 
vent spirit ; to place their affec. 
tions on things above, to give all 
diligence to make their calling 
and election sure ; to press on to- 
wards perfection ; and compare 
the lives of such professors with 
these commands, they cannot but 
see, that they are in direct op- 
position. For is not a dull, cold, 
formal life in opposition to that 
watchfulness and fervency of 
spirit, with which they are re- 
quired to serve the Lord? It is 
very evident that God in his 
word, and by faithful teachers 
speaks a language very difler- 
ent from the practical language 
of stupid, worldly minded profes. 
sors; Whom will sinners be- 
lieve, God, or his professing peo- 
ple, when the language of one is 
opposed to that of the other? 
They cannot believe each of 
them. They are most likely to 
be influenced by the lives of for- 
mal professors. But why ? Be- 
cause their conduct is most agree- 
able to the inclination of pia 
hearts. To seek fading riches 
to atpire after the glittering or, “i 
empty honors of this life ; to in- 
dulge themselves m all the pleas- 
ures this world can afford ; to 
neglect the soul, and disregaid 
ail the warnings of God, and sol- 
emn realities of eternity ; to live 
a thoughtless, secure life, their 
hearts as constantly and eee- 
fully incline them. So far as 
professors live as they live, they 
feel themselves upholden, encour- 
aged, and justifed. By such 
lives professors quiet the con- 
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sciences of the wena, and 
them into a more deep and dead. 
ly sieep. 

Do not all know, that 
kind are so prone to be} 
things, which are the most a- 


man: 


greeable, that however false, it 1s 
dificuit to convince them they 
are falsehoods ; and so dificult 
to persuade them to © believe 
divine truths, which are dis- 
agreeable, that the force of 
every argument, however weigh- 
ty, is resisted. Hence, when the 
lives of professors countenance 
and justify them in travelling 
thoughtlessly the road to hell, 
they are more influenced by them, 
than by all God sa nah to them in 
his word, or by his ministers. 
What success then can min- 
expect to experience in 
preaching in the most solemn 
mauner to the ungodly, who live 
among cold, stupid profes _" ? 
‘The force of truth is destre »yed by 
the lives they live. 1f ministers 
pre: ich pao those - practi- 
prone to 
follo: w, what willit avai; if par- 
hen they return home, tell 


; ain lle 
the courses which they 


ents, WwW 
them that ; 
heard condemned from the desk, 
re innocent and lawful, and may 
be pursued with safety? And will 
sinners be awakened by the most 
alarming truths, if professors, by 
their formal lives, denounce them 
as falsel and tell the world 
they may be safely disregarded ! 
his they do say ; because thev 
soncnuwd such truths the selves. 
Hence professors, if they lead 
such lives prevent the success of 
a oreached gospel ; shut up the 
kingdom of heaven, and mak 
fast the bands of death on the 
souls of the wicked. What in- 
calculable mischief is done them. 
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And how solemn is the thought 
that they should be blocks over 
wilvh the wicked stumble into 
hell. Although, inthe way des- 
cribed they may ruin many souls, 
yet they might be a means of 
unspeak sxood. 

One desig on ot God in caliing 
them out of darkness intohis mar- 
vellous light 1s, that their light 
may shine before men, and prove 
aimeans of their conviction and 
conversion, asourSaviorintimates 
in his prayer for his people, “ that 
they all may be one; ag thou 
Father artin me, and 1 in thee, 
that they also may be one in us : 
that the world may believe.tha 
thou hast sent me.”? ‘To con- 
vince the world, that Christ was 

the re true Mesiah, was an end he 
had in view, wher he prayed for 
their union. Christians are styl. 
ed the light of the world. The 
design of acandle i isto give light 
to all who are in the room.— 
Hence to put it under a bushel 
would render its light useless. 
That the light of Christians may 
not be unprofitable, they are 
commanded, to let their light se 
shine before men, that they may 
see their good works, and glory- 
y their Father which is in heav- 
1. These and other passages 
early teach, that one design of 
ne light of Christians, in this 
ife, isto bea means of salvation 
to the pm apr and of edifica- 
tion to each other. 

The way to jet our light shine 
is to live a life of religion, which 
consists essentially in love to Gud 
and love to our neighbor. 

The operations of divine love 
are numerous. Repentence, 
meekness, submission to the will 
ot God, tenderness of heart, Jove 
to the people of God, an ardent 
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desire for the salvation of souls, 
hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness; alienation of affec- 
tion from the world, pantings of 
soul for that rest, which remain- 
eth unto the = of God, and 
every other grace of the Holy 
Spirit, are the verious and nume- 
rous operations of divine love. 
"Yhese, when acted out, are the 
rays of light, with which Chris- 
tians shine in the midet of a crook- 
ed and seplin generation.— 
When they exhibit the: se feelings, 
in all siobiels and in all compa- 
nies their light shines. ‘They im- 
tiate their Lord, and live, in 
some good measure, as he lived. 
if this spit govern them they 
will give datly evidence, that 
their hearts are in heaven. When 
governed by this spirit they edi- 
fy each other. They will im- 
prove all opportunitics to con- 
vorse in a serious, and solemn 
manner with sinners concerning 
the interest of their immortal 
souls. The instructions they re- 
ecive on the sabbath will be cx- 
emplified in their lives through 
By their conversa- 
tion, and eraimple they are daily 
preaching ; warning, exhorting 
and urging the wicked to lay oe 
treasure im heaven, and impres- 
sing divine truths upon their con- 
sciences and hearts. Where Chris- 
tians lead a sober, godly, self-de- 
nying, taithful life, it ts difficult 
for simmers to sleep in security. 
‘They daily have before their eyes 
that lieht, which condemns them, 
which teaches trem their wicked- 
ont shows them their da neer, 
1d causes them to feel, more or 
evs, the importance of fleeing 
from the wi cath to come, and lay- 
jig hol ld en the hope set before 
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a means of turning many to 
righteousn ess, 

Wherever our Savior went and 
preached, his life and conversa- 
tion were so heavenly, so solemn, 
so awakening and impressive, the 
consciences of the greater part 
were disquicted. Some said, 
never man spake like this man. 
Others had their opposition ex- 
cited, and loudly proclaimed, 
that he was an imposter, and said 
to the people, why hear ye him. 
So far as Christians imitate 
Christ, they disturb the conscien- 
ces of the wicked. Some with 
seriousness inquire, \ what they 
shall do to be saved. Others, hav- 
ing their enmity excited, may call 
Christi ans hypocrites, represent 
them as full of supers tition, big- 
otry, pride, 
this were the case, few,consciences 
would sleep in security ; but tew 
hearts would remain unaffected. 
Though many, being disturbed 
with the light of Christians might 
violently oppose religion; yet 
others might he brought to re- 
pentance, and hereby incalcula- 
ble good be produced. 


THE SCRIPTURES OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT A COMPLETE SYS: 
TEM OF TRUTH. ~ 
“ Which are able to make the 

wise unto salvation.’ 2 'Tim.u1.13. 

THIS is predicated of the 
scriptures of divine truth. Says 

the Apostle, ‘* And that irom a 

child thou hast known the &c/y 

Scriptures “which are able to 

make thee wise unto salvation.”’ 
‘The word Scripture, with its 

piural, Scriptures, 1s used in the 

New Testament about fo ‘ty-one 
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all these instances, it is very ob- 
vious, that reference is had to 
the writings of the Old Testa- 
ment, which were then enrolled 
ina volume, and generally ac- 
knowledged as canonical, | 
When our Savior speaks of the 
Scriptures, it is evident he could 
not iatend the history of his own 
life which has since been record- 
ed by the Evangelists; but was 
then not extant. Neither could 
se refer to the epistles of his A- 
ostles, which were not then 
in existence.—He must, there- 
fore, refer to the writings of the 
Old Testament. And, when the 
Apostles in their writings use the 
expression, they must refer to 
the same; for no other scrip- 
tures, were, at that time, con: 
sidered as canonical. This will 
lead us, then of necessity, to ob- 
serve that the Apostle Paul 
this observation to Timothy must 
allude entirely to the canonical 
writings of the Old ‘l’estament. 
He says, speaking of these 
scriptures ** which are ad to 
make thee wise unto salvation.” 
We conceive the Apostle, by 
this, did not design to insinuate, 
that there 1s an inherent ability, 
or power in the scriptures to in- 
spire man with that wisdom 
which is unto salvation; but, 
simply, that they contain all tha 
in 7 which is necessary 
fo 
- e view of the passage 
before us, we have the declara- 
tion of the Apostle, that in the 
peegpinres of the Old Testament is a 
complete system of doctrine, and ine 
Struc cai iil things Pe riaining to man’s 
salvation. But an inquiry into 
the extent of this position iz an 
object which may well merit our 
Serious attention. 


ures, a Complete 
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When God, at first, created 
man, he placed him ‘in the gar- 
den of Eden, and conversed with 
him, familiarly, by word of 
mouth. But after the apostacy 
men were left in great darkness, 
for many centuries, having no 
other means of instruction than 
what were derived from the 
works of creation and provi- 


dence ;—excepting that, in a 
few instances, Gx d spake with 
the pious fathers face to face. 


After the expiration of about 
2575 years, God exhibited to 
men a written revelation, which, 
he put into their hands, for their 
better amenity This con- 
tains a summary of all that, 
which has ever x revealed, in 
this manner. he Prophets, by 
way of explication, have enlarg- 
ed, upoa this first gift ; but, have 
added nothing, to the original. 
system. If we may, rightfully, 
conceive that with God, “there 
is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning”—and that he is “ the 
same, yesterday, and to day, and 
forever,’ we may also conceive, 
that he would, at all times, pre- 
sent a Similar description of him. 
self; and that he would also 
make similar requisitions, and 
lay similar injunctions on his 
creatures. And, agreeably to 
this, we shall find, from careful 
examination, that, Ged has, in 
his first written revelation, set 
forth all those things, which were 
of importance for the understand- 
ing of men; or which, in sub- 
Sequent writings of mspiration, 
have ever been bro ught to view. 
In this revelation, God has pre- 
sented, a complete d eseription of 
himself. In opposition to this, 
he has presented fallen man, in 
his genuime cnaracter. In this, 
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he has presented the mora! law, 
as a general rule of duty for 
creatures in all ages, S, 
and circumstances. In this, he 
has instituted the sabbath, as 
holy time, and imjomed the ob- 
servance of it, on his people, by 
a per — -L ordinance. He has 
also ins wees and explained that 
snail p, which he requires of his 
creatures, in a pubiic, family, 
personal, or individual capacity. 
Atthe same time, he has pointed 
out the duties, of men towards 
their fellows, mm every circum- 
stance, and relation of life ; both 
in respect to justice, and mercy. 
In this, he has opened to view 
a method of justification, and 
grace through a Redeemer, who 
was, In due time, to make an 
atonement, by the shedding of 
his own blood. He has, also, 
introduced a merciiul, or gra- 
cious covenant, into which he 
was pleased to enter, and accord- 
ing to which he is pleased to treat 
with his creature, maz. In con- 
nexion with this, he-has estab- 
lished a platform, for the organ- 
ization, government, and disci- 
pline of his Church; and has de- 
fined, of ‘what its members s hould 
consist; and how those, in adult 
age, and active life, should con- 
duct towards their children, 
while in a state of minority, and 
incapacity for personal action.— 
- fine, he has, in this revelation, 
ven the general principles of 
ail those doctrines, precepts and 
instructions, which, in latter 
days, ins ae has advanced, 
in relation either to the faith, or 
practice of his people. In this 
respect, Cod might, with pro- 
priety, say, “ What could have 
been done more to my vineyard, 
that Ihave not done unto i: ?”?— 
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All that instruction, which wag 
necessary, expedient, or even 
possible, under existing eircum- 
stances, had been given. 

When we say, how ever, ‘that 
the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment, contain a complete system 
of instruction, we wish not to 
insinuate, that every particular 
precept given by Moses, in its 
literal reading, would be suita- 
ble to apply in subsequent ages, 
Some of these appear to have 
been temporary, some focal, and 
others municipal, and not design- 
ed for universal applicaifon.— 
Still, there may be spiritual in- 
stru ction derived from ali these, 
if right! y understood. 

Neit her would we insinuate, 
that ali that external dress, with 
which this first written revelation 
was decorated, would be neces- 
Sary, or even suitable, for suc- 
ceeding ages, when the great ob- 
ject of that revelation, w hich was 
then set forth under types and 
figures, was clearly presented to 
human view, 

What is intended is, simply to 
shew, that the essence of all that 
instruction, which is necessary fo: 
the understandjng of men, and 
which in suc feeding ages has 
been the subject of divine inspir- 
ation, is, summarily, comprised, 
in the scriptures 3 of the Old Test- 
ament. And this, we conceive, 
must be admitted, by every can- 
did mind, when righily inform- 
ed. And, if admitted, may setve 
to untold many GiKeu! ties, and 
and solve many doubts, which 

may arise in the minds of chris- 
tian mquirers. 

Many sincere christians 
entertained doubts, and 
much queried in their own minds, 
why there should, be found, 

































the New Testament, no more ex- 
press laws, and ordinances, res- 
pecting many of the more im- 
portani s subjects of revealed 
ligion. For instance, 

Why there are no express 
lien: or commands, respecting 
the worship cf God. In the 
Old Testament, they find this 
expressly commanded; but 9 
the Naw, they find no such con 
mand, or precept, either for ee 
public worship of God, on the 
sabbath, or for worshiping him, 
in their families. ‘Though some 
things may appear to imply this, 
yetit does not amount to an ex- 
press command ; and therefore 
does not relieve their difficulty. 

2. Why there is not, in the 
New Testament, some express 
institution for the sabbath ; and 
some definitive directions, for 
the observance of it. Onexam- 
ination, they not only find no 
such institution; but they’ find 
nothing from which they can, 


Te- 


clearly, determine, what the 
sabbath is, or how it is to be ob- 
served. ‘The word, Sabbath, is 


frequently used in these scrip- 
tures; but if this were all our 
information upon the subject, to 
what would it allamount? Not to 
an institution, nor to a command. 

3. Why there is no explicit 
covenant established, nor regu- 
lar platform laid, on which a 
church might be built: And 
why there is no explicit institu- 


tion for the government, and 
discipline of it. Christ, and his 


Apostles, appenr to take it for 
eranted, that there is a church 
built upon some proper covenant, 
1. $ © nd } ‘ 5 7c + 
or piatform; and that it is to be 
governed, according to some 
proper rule and order ; 
ex oressly, stablished neither 


U 


4e 


7 
but have, 
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Why there are no express 
ie given, either by Christ 
or his Apostles respecting the dad. 


ication of children. ‘There are 
things, indeed, said, respecting 


this. and from which it is tho’t, 
by many, that the duty may be 
inferred ; but, still, it is left so 
vague, and indefinite, that many 
doubts, and dificulties arise ; and. 
many are lead to renounce the 

sentiment and practice. 

‘lhe foregoing observations, if 
just, may serve, satisfactorily » to 
answer a'l these and such like in- 
quiries. ‘These things, together 
with every other religicus rite, 
have been, once, established, 
clearly, ‘and explicitly, by a Teg 
ular, ‘and perpetual ordinance. 
This has been done by him, who 
in the Hebrew tongue, is called 
the messrau; but as translated 
from the Greek, is called the 
curistT. Why should these laws 
be repealed? A-law once estab- 
lished needs no repetition. ‘lhe 
design of Christ’s appearing in 
the ficsh was not to institute a 
new system of laws ; but rather 
to explain, and establish those 
already instituted. Therefore he 


says, “ Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to de- 


I 

stroy, but to fulal.’”’—Christ in 
person, and by his Apostles, has 
explained the real, and 
spiritual meaning and import of 
his foregoing revelation ; and has 
made those circumstantial alter- 
ations In outward rites and forms, 
which the situation of things, 
and the original design of iuis in- 
stitution required ; but has intro- 
duced no rite, ordinance “nor 
command, which may, properly, 
considered: new; or which 
vas not summarily comprised in 


> 
he f rst inst! tution. 
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ehuciate -Le vers Aan ther 4 : Hee 
Wilicn LS evidently incon Ststent 


with improving every portron of 
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time to the best advantage. 
a 
> ‘. , oe 
aersons are sometimes at a 


Joss, wil 1 respect to the manner 
in which they eught to improve 
certain portions of Beri time.—- 
in the present state of impertec- 
tion, such uncertainty may be 
sometimes unavoidable. There 
could be no room for it, howev- 
er, could we always know in 
what mantier time might be em- 
ployed to the best advantage, on 
the whx tg “EL wing ascertained 
this, the path of du ity must be 

uch we may 
10t oe Sa be able certainly to 
determine this question, and so 


. } or ~ 
may EDs tn SOmMm<e¢e uo uot, W ital res- 
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pect to what is duty; yet, u any 


thing be knewn to be taconsist- 
ent with employing all our time 
to the best advantage, we may 
ROW, at least, that #ds it ig Our 


duty to avoid. Suppose, for 
v . . 
example, a man is placed in 
~ ’ - aie a. ‘ ’ ee ec “ _—" 
SUCH a situation, Laser aC may 
+ 1 - a. You oOmr eo ~~ ’ 
7. the next hour, either in 
} — % - eee: Se: 
attending on the prblic worship 
of Gea: “oF in pertorming scme 


act of Varma to a distressed 


neichbor ; or m some business ot 


onsiderable consecuence to him- 


o 


lf the nubiic « = ; 
seli or co the puoitc; or in some 


scene of amusement or carnal 


| ° 3 
pleasure 5 or Ina manner directly 
o> ie Af 4 “yo _ -_ a 
injurious to others. Under these 
circumstances, he is in some 
doubts, respecting what is duty, 


because he does not certainiy 
know how that portion of his 
oe oa be so emplo yed, that 
shall turn to the best account, 
Je di ty iad however, that it 
cannct be so employed, either in 
doings injury to his — 
or in vain amusement. ‘The 
things, therefore, it is first. as 
much hts duty to avoid, as t 
he did certainly know how the 
time might be best em ployed.— 
‘hese things may be put out of 
the y Nyyecatnng at once. And this, 
in all stmilar cases, should be 
done. For, it must be duty to 
employ our time to the best ad- 
vantage, so faras this may be 
ascertained. This is the only 
way, in which we can * redeem 
the time.’? 

2 Never do any thing, with 
respect to which it would be 
evidently improper to ask a di- 
vine blessi ine. 

Mankind are de 2pendent crea- 
tures. For all their e enjoyments, 
they are entirely indebted to 
God. This dependence, it 
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euitable, that they should devout- leadeth to destruction ; stil, we 
ly acknowledge. Accordingly, have no security, that the present 
10 pay Seri _ we m et with moment, and the present em- 
this d lirecti¢ mn, “In all thy ways, pio; ment, will not be our last. 
acknowlec ge him; and ie Tfence, there is no way, in which 
gracious assuran ce 1s added, wecan be certain, that we shall 


“¢ and he shall direct thy paths.” 
In acknowle dging God, 
our ways, 


in all 
we must ‘seek his direc- 
> blessing, with reS- 
our employments.— 
And, as it is made our duty to 
acknowled dge him in af? our ways 
it must obvio wine ae I to he 
any thir ng, in which it would | 
acknowledg re hips 


unsuitable to a 
i in regard to which, we should 


=] 
92 sinft Ui. 
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“ CT sther ye eat or drink, or 
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Vv hate soeve ye do, do 4li to the 
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elory of God,” is another £crip- 


ture directions A nd, with rese 


pect to any tang, WV ich we may 
Bie’ ae ee at 
do to the viory of God, we must 


- ‘ 
. La , ‘rTantand ; acl 
surely De Warranied in ASKING his 


3. Never do any thing, from 
the Pe of which you would 


a ee eee } 
ve peculiarly efraid, or unwil- 
‘ } >i Y © 
ling, to be cailed immediately to 
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your Anal account. 


Every action, which men per- 
." ~ AP ay 7 
form, in the present life, has a 


solemn connection with the day 
of judgment. We are, also, li- 
able, every moment, to be sum- 
moned to the eternal world, and 
to have aur account closed, for 
the day of trial. Whether we 
wake, or sleep 3 ; whether we be 
engaged in the immediate exer- 
cises of devotion ; or in the more 
common employments of life; 
or in scenes of amusement or 
pleasure; or 
flagrant wickedness ; 
be walking in the strais sht and 
narrow path, which leadeth unto 
life ; or in the broad road, which 


in direct acts of 
whether we 


not be called into eternity, and 
to the bar of God, from doing 

mething,from which we should 
tremble to be called, but by en- 
tirely avoiding all such things. 
It must, therefore, be vastly im- 
portant, that we n¢ 
ourselves in any thing, 


ver allow 


ea 


% ' «4 
Which 


would be a cause of anxiety and 
dismay, should death arrest us 
in the very act, and cail as into 
be immediate presence of our 
Judge. 

Were the fo regxaoing rules to be 


. 7 
> "CC: —e | 
unit a and careful! 
} 


Uy observ- 


ed, w id not a very vreat and 
important change be effected, in 
conversation, and in’ practice? 


N > 
May \ ven ot reasonably e¢ oneclud Cy 


that, not only would all acts of 
universally acknowiedged Wick- 
edne: ss give place to works of 
righteousness and charity; but, 
that many things, which are now 
considered by multitudes, at least 
innocent, if not commend: thle, 
would give pl. ace to other thing 

which would be better ca Lonhiaeil 
to advance the h oe ess of man, 
and the glory of God? Would 
not even the most exemplary 
Christian, conforming to these 
rules, be constrained to correct 
some error, in Which he now in- 
dulges? And what a wonderful 
change, then, must be produced 
in others! Say, reader, will; 
conduct bear a trial by th 
rules? Do you not allow your- 
self in any his do you not, 
indeed, allow yourself in many 
things, which you must acknowl. 
edge .to be wholly inconsistent 
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with improving all your time to 
the best advantage ; ; with respect 
to which, you woudl not even 
dare to ask God to grant you 
his blessing i and from which, 
you would shudder, at the tho’t 
of being called to the be of 
your Jud ge? Is not this the case, 
even with some things, which 
you haye allowed yourself in, 
and contended, that they were 
lawful? But, if those Rules-be 
scriptural, and your conduct will 
not bear examination by them, 
how will it bear the light of e- 
ternity and the trial of the judg- 
ment day? Consider, then, your 
ways; and, wherein you have 
done iniquity, do so no more. 
TROPHIMUS. 


= 


From the Evangelical Magazine. 


An Address of the Connecticut Br 
ble Society, presented to the well 
disposed, of every denomination. 

WE invite your serious at- 
tention, brethren, to a more gen- 
as far as possible, to 

a universal, circulation of thé 

holy scriptures. ‘The object, we 

are convinced, presents an im- 

mense field for useful exertion. 

We are, of course, constrained 

to view it as important ina high 

degree ; andas having demands 
upon our solicttude which we 
cannot neglect and be guiltless. 
We view it. as matter of de- 
vout adoration and praise, that 


eral, and, 


the care of the pious, in various 


parts of the world, has lately been 
turned to this interesting subject. 
By associations for the distribu- 
tion of bibles among the indi- 
gent and a multitudes, 
with whom the sacred writings 


[ JUNE, 


were not to be found, and who 
must, in all rational probability, 
unless assisted by religious char- 
ity, have finished their trials for 
eternity unacquainted with the 
truths of divine revelation, have 
been already furnished with these 
books of life. 

‘We bless God that, to the so- 
cieties now existing, for this be- 
nevolent purpose in different and 
far distant districts of the Chris- 
tian church, he has given suc- 
cess much beyond even the ex- 
pectations of those by whom they 
were instituted. Of these, how- 
ever, the limits of our address 
permit us to give no more than 
a very concise account. 

In Great Britain, 1780, a Na- 
val and Military Bible Society 
was formed. Its only object was 
the distribution of the holy scrip- 
tures among the seamen of the 
navy, and the soldiers of the ar- 
my. “By the aid of annual 
‘ subscriptions, benefactions, and 
‘ collections at various churches, 
‘ the society has been enabled to 
‘distribute nearly forty thou- 
‘sand bibles, and a great num- 
‘ ber of testaments.”” Witnesses 
of high rank and consideration 
have borne their repeated and 
very cordial testimony to the 
happy effects, that have been ex- 
perienced. 

A little more than five years 
since, a British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society was also established 
in thatisland. Its object was 
the publication of the bible, not 

only in the English, but in vari- 
ous other languages ; and the cir- 
culation of it among the poor of 
many nations. By the report 
of that Society’s committee, the 
4th of May, 1808, it appears, 
that, in the eourse of the year 
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then next preceding, their ex- 
penditures, in erat and circu- 
jating the word of God, amount- 
ed to more than fifty-four thou- 
sand dollars. 

Recent and authentic accounts 
assure us, that Societies, for the 
same excellent purposes, have 
lately been formed also, in vari- 
ous parts of the British United 
Kingdom ; and, upon the contt- 
nent, in Switzerland, inGermany, 
in Prussia, and in Denmark, 

Nor are the exertions of the 
pious, in Great Britain, confined 
to the European division of the 
old continent. Vast sums are 
annually expended in translating 
the Chritian scriptures into the 
oriental tongues. ‘lhe way ap- 
pears to be thus rapidly prepar- 
ing to diffuse the knowledge of 
salvation, by a redeemer, among 
many and great nations over- 
whelmed in the fatal supersti- 
tions and idolatry of heathenism. 
How animating, brethren, to ev- 
ery true Siens. of man, must be 
the hope of incalculable good, 
which may be reasonably expect- 
ed from sncis expanded and well 
directed effusions of Christian be- 
nevolence ! | 

By these examples ‘of our 
brethren in Europe, and by the 
fairest prospect of great useful- 
ness, the attention of many in 
the United States has already 
been fixed upon the same object. 
Careful enquiries have been ex- 
cited into the necessity of simi- 
lar institutions, on this side of the 
Atlantic. ‘Their result, as far as 
they have been yet pursue, has 
presented affecting testimony to 
the urgent need of Bible Societies 
in our country. Atevery step of 
the examination, additional evi- 
dence has been produced, and ad- 
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ditional hope created, that un- 
speakable good may here be ac- 
complished by such institutions. 

Accordingly, our Christian 
brethren of different denomina- 
tions. in Philadelphia, have, with- 
in a few months, formed a Bible 
Society, for that city and its vi- 
cinity. We feel a strong per- 
suasion, that the more accurate- 
ly the present want of bibles, a- 
mong the poor in every district 
of our country, is investigated, 
the clearer will be the evidence 
supporting a hope, that conse- 
quences, happy beyond our con- 
ception, will follow from multi- 
plying societies for circulating, 
as universally as possible, the 
written testimony of the Most 
High. 

To obtain the means, and to 
perform the work, of putting the 
bible into the hands of those in- 
digent people who have it not, 
and who seem not likely, soon, 
if ever, to feel themselves able 
to purchase it, is the single ob- 
ject of forming the Society, that 
here addresses you. For this 
sole purpose, we solicit your aid, 
by the various talents which the 
Lord has committed to you for 
use. 

We dare not, indeed, affirm, 
that, in every instance, we shall 
be able to select the most suitable 
objects of your charity. But we 
dare, and we do. promise jideliiy, 
as stewards of the Lord’s proper- 
ty entrusted to our disposal. 

Will it be objected, that socie- 
ties, for the sort of charity here 
proposed, have not, in past ages, 
been, deemed necessary; and 
that there appears to be no ex- 
traordinary need of them, at the 
present day? We readily con- 
cede the correctness of both the 
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articles stated in the objection: 
And it deeply affects us, that 
truth demands the concession: 
But we are, by no means, pre- 
pared to allow it to be thence 
inferred, that indispensable duty 
does not now require the institu- 
tion and the labors of Bible So- 
cieties. ‘To us, the contrary ap- 
pears to be the only correct con- 
clusion. 

While we are persuaded, that 
the universal diffusion of the ho- 
ly Scriptures would have been 
alw ays useful, we do not feel 
ourselves concerned to show, in 
this address, why their general 
distribution was, in former ag eS, 
so little regarded. Our duty iS 
not with the prprntions that 
have passed into the world of 
immutable and righteous retri- 


butions, but with the ving of 


our own age—and, in a sense, 
that must affect every consider- 
ate mind, with generations to 
come. 

We believe it, however, to be 
unquestionable, - that the Chris- 
tian world has never had oppor- 
tunities, of distributing the bi- 
ble, eynelty fovorabie with those 
which present themselves to the 
present generation. ‘The increas- 
ed facility of imtercommunica- 
tion between ail the parts and 
nations of the civilized world is 


the reason of this fact. Ought. 
we not, therctore, abstaining 


from every delusive reflection on 
the past, to. enquire, as in the 
presence of our Judge, what can 
now be done, most effectually to 
promote the good of the present 
and following generations ? And 
must not the circulation of the 
scriptures, bringing salvation, a- 
meas those that do not possess 
the means of an acquaintance 
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with them, be placed on the list 
of works, the most useful in our 
power? 

Is itnot, in the highest degree 
desirable, that every person 
capable of intelligent reading 
should have opportunities of con- 
tinual access to the holy scrip- 
tures? We believe, that none 
will answer, No, but the mu1s- 
guided papist, and the fool, that 

«: hath said in his heart, there is 
no God.” Such, however, we 
do not here address. 

Are there not many individu. 
als and families capable of intel- 
ligent reading, who are now des- 
titule ot these scriptures? ‘That 
there are, we feel the strongest 
assurance, 

Once more we ask, has not 
God placed, in the hands of the 
well disposed among us, abun- 
dant means of furnishing such 
destitute people with the treas- 
ures of his holy word? ‘The true 
answer to this question is so plain, 
that it need not be expressed. 

Will it be objected, that the 
want of bibles is their own iault ! 
Be it so. They are surely to be 
pitied the more. ‘They are un- 
der a more pressing necessity oi 
aid by your bounty and your 
prayers. All sin is the fault of 
him who commits it, and of him 
only. But is the sinner no 
therefore the object of charity? 
We trust you will never admit 
such an opinion. Is not that 
very sin of carelessness, which 
arises from native opposition of 
heart to the word, and law, and 
character of God, the deplora- 
ble article which forms the ne- 
cessity of charity? Is it not 
the fault, the sin, of nee? 
that renders charity in temporal 
things, necessary? Nay, was it 
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of man, suffering 
in, Which rendered 
necessary that unparalleled char- 
ity displ: hee by our * God man- 
ifest in the flesh??? Did he not 
teach the way of life, and shed 
his blood, to guide, to redeem, 
and to save the guilty? Be it, 
therefore, understood, that this 
society has been formed with the 
especial intention and hope of 
doing good to those who are 
poor, and ignorant, and careless, 
and perishing, through their own 
fault. It ‘ig jn the benefit of 
uone, but the guilty before God, 
that we now address you. 

Does it concern us—does it 
concern you, brethren—to know, 
that the objects of this charity, 
might have done better? Should 
it not rather be sufticieat to call 
forth our exertions for their 
highest welfare, to know, that 
their condition—no matter, as 
to us, by what causes—1s indeed 
lamentable; and that the Lord 
. 1s put into our hands the means 

f their relief ? 

on perhaps, on a superficial 
view of the subject, scme may 
apprehend, that there ts no need 
of a Bible Society in ¢bis part of 
our country Let it be there- 
fore considered, whether there 
be not as really a necessity of 
such an institution, 1m Connecti- 
cut, as in any other section of 
the Christian world. The ra- 
ticnal prospect of doing good is 
always a call for exertion. Is 
there not such a prospect before 
us, at the presenc time, and in 
the methad here adopted ? 

We feel, indeed, emotions of 
the liveliest gratitude to God for 
reason to believe, that, in the 
more ancient settlements of New- 
England, and especially ia Cen- 
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necticut, there is comparatively 
less need of this charity, than in 
any other extensive portion of 
the Christian world. We believe, 
that the bible is more universal- 
ly circulated here, than in any 
other country. 

We biess God, that this part 
of America was first cultivated 
by men, who venerated the in- 
spired scriptures, and who press- 
ed them to their hearts as an in- 
valuable treasure. 

We bless God, that, by means 
of their institutions and laws 
founded on his word, the bible 
was placed in families so gene- 
rally; and that, in this particu. 
lar, their posterity have so care- 
fully followed their pious steps. 
We esteem it an admirable re- 
gulation, that, by public author- 
ity, the select men of the res- 
pective towns are required to be 
certain, that, in every family, 
there be at least one bible. To 

however, this law, even on 
the supposition that it isas punc- 
tually executed as other laws 
moral and religious sub- 
appears not to cont ain any 
Paine for such as have no bi- 
es and are unable to purchase 
them. Itonly provides tor com- 
pelling those that are destitute 
i o buy them for them- 
ae the indi- 
gent to no charitabie fund, from 
which they may naa to be help- 
by public bounty, to the en- 
joyment of God’s word. How 
shall -sxch become possessors of 
the best book Ve bless God, 
th. at every family 1m & onnecticut 
is within the hi ne school 
district; and that our civil laws 
enjoin the daily reading of the 
ho ly Scriptures in every district 
schovi of the state. 


are, on! 
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We bless God for numerous 
miss lonary institutions ; and par- 
ticularly for the society of this 
State, together with all divine 
smiles on their aed, in doing 
good by their instrumentality to 
many souls pe rishing with lack 
of gopsel privileges. ‘Fo send 
both the preached and written 
word of life to the new and des- 
titute settlements is their great 
object. In the wo esi 

of this, they have already done 
sath: They have the most 
pleasing prospects of doing yet 
much more. But the field of 
want is extensive and vast. In 
eomparison with this, their means 
of supply are scanty and few. 
They cannot do more than a 
small part of that, which it is 
desirable to Aave done, in these 
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works of divine love. In the 
charity we solicit, we claim te 
come forward “as helpers to- 
gether with them,” in extending 
the knowledge of saving truth. 

For all the good, that has al- 

ready been done, and which, 
there is reason to hope, will here- 
after be done by associations 
ig the distribution of rehgious 
tracts, we also ascribe praise un- 
to the * Father of Light.”— 
These associations have, by the 
blessing of God, been found very 
successtul auxiliaries of the best 
cause in which men ever engaged. 
Our object is, likewise in its na- 
ture and tendency, one with 
theirs. While they conduct the 
Cestitute to the streams; we 
would bring them to the only 
fountain of valuable truth. 

(To be continued. ) 
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“6 MY DEAR UNCLE, 

A SENSE of my duty has 
induced me to inform you what 
the Lord has done and is still 
doing on this Island. By his 
Almighty power, the eyes of 


the dlind are opened, the ears of 


the deaf unstopped, and multi- 
tudes of stout-hearted sinners 
have been brought to throw down 
the weapons of their rebcilion, 


and to acknowledge Gop their 
rightiul Lord and Sovereign.— 
The glorious work began at “e ; 
ram. It has spread throug: 

Middle-Island, Old Man’s, Mil- 
ler’s Place, Setalket and Smith- 
town to the westward. at 
Sagharbor, East-Hampton and 
Bridgehampton the revival has 
been very great. Mr. Beeche: 
has admitted eighty member: 
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into his church since the*first of 
January. And, blessed be God, 
I hope I have not been suffered 
to remain an idle spectator.— 
The staff on which I rested has 
been torn from me; and [I have 
been brought to feel my need of 
a Savior, and I hope and trust I 
have experienced the joys of par- 
doned sins. I date my new-birth 
the 2d of January, and since that 
happy period I have enjoy ed 
more real happiness than I ever 
did in my whole lite before. 

Join with me, my dear friends, 
in blessing the name of that God 
who has borne with me so long ; 

and has now brought me to. a 
sense of my situation. Had I 
received my just deserts, instead 
of writing to my friends, I should 
now have been “lifting up my 
eyes in torment.”’ 

I feel greatly distressed for 
my poor sisters. I beg, my dear 
uncle, that you will write to 
them, and endeavor to convince 
them of their awful situation, 
while out of the ark,’’ &c. 


Our serious readers will, we trust, 
find themselves edified by a perusal 
of the following 1g extrad of a let. 
ter giving an pane of the last 
moments of Mrs. H. Cook of St. 
Armond, Canada, and late of Leb- 
anon Conn. who died April 21st, 
L809. 


UNDER our present irre- 
parable lass, my dear M—, may 
our hearts be truly thankful that 
we sorrow not, as those who have 
no hope, but that our Heavenly 
Father, while he chastens, af- 
fords us the most important in- 
structions and divine consolations. 
When we reflect upon the hap- 
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py situation and flattering pros- 
pects of our dear departed triend, 
and remember that she was (from 
a state of uncommonly good 
health) in two short weeks bro’t 
down to the silent mansions of 
the dead, may our minds be im- 
pressed with a mast serious sense 
of the vanity and instability of 
all earthly prospects, and the ims 
portance of laying up treasures 
in Heaven, w here disappoint- 
ments are not known, and where 
the cruel spoiler, death, has no 
longer power to disturb the peace 
of the righteous. Could any one 
that witnessed the heaveniy com- 
posure, with which our dear 
friend viewed the near approach 
of death, and heard her, while la- 
boring under its agonies, singing 
hyms, praising and glorifying 
God, for one moment doubt a 
future state of existence, in which 
the righteous shall receive a glo- 
rious and eternal reward, which 
shall succeed the trials and trib- 
ulations they have experienced, 
while faithfully serving their Ma- 
ker here on earth ! 

Our. excellent friend, for sev- 
eral months before her death, 
had appeared to be more partic- 
ularly under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit than ever: , her at- 
tention to religion and religious 
duties had been, for some time, 
daily increasing. She made us 
a visit about the 20th of March. 
I mention it, because there was 
something uncommonly serious 
and impressive in the conversa- 
tion of our friend, which I could 
not but remggk at the time.— 
Religion was the principal subject 
of her conversation, and she ex- 
pressed the greatest anxiety, that 
we should devote our lives more 
entirely to the service of our Ma- 
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ker, and observed that when she 
looked back upon some years of 
h-r past life, she was shocked at 
the inkewarnmes of her affec- 
t On; towards her Savior, and de- 


termined hereafter to live more. 


to his glory and her own immor- 
tal interest. She expressed the 
most sensible gratitude towards 
her excellent pastor ; whose pious 
example and exhortation; she 
said, had been the means of a- 
wakening her to a greater sense 
of her duty. She said that she 
had lately spent a considerable 
part of every day and evening in 
reading serious books and in re- 
ligious. conversation, to increase 
her zeal in the service of God. 
At parting she said to me with 
an air of solemnity, which I shall 
never forget; ‘ we shall per- 
haps meet but a few times more 
onearth ; remember that a pre- 
paration for death is of the ut- 
most importance, endeavor with 
all di lig ence, to cultivate the 
seeds of grace, that are springing 
in your heart, aud may you con- 
tinue faithful to the solemn pro- 
fession you have made.”—She 
left us and I saw her no more un- 
tila few hours before her death. 
She had some time, before 
her death, a dream,* which she 
communicated to a number of 
her friends some time before 
her illness. I am not in a habit 





* On the subject of dreams, the 
Opinions of persons are various and 
every reader is \cft to enjoy his own 
opinion. The letter mentions facts 
merely, without any comment, and 
ofthe truth of the faets there can be 
no doubt. Many cf our readers will 
doubtless recollect the case of the 
younger lord Lyttleton, who, when 
in perfect health, creamed of the 
time of his death, which happened ac- 
cording tc hisdream. Epitrors. 
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of paying much attention to 
dreams ; | yet this was of so re- 
markable a nature, that I cannot 
but relate it. She dreamed that 
an Angel appeared to her and 
told her he had come for her, and 
she must go with him ; she felt 
perfectly willing to go, but said 
she wished to sing a hymn first, 
and began Watts’ cradje hymn, 
and sang uncommonly clear and 
pleasant, until she came to the 
line, 

** Soft and casy is thy cradle,” 
when she awaked. Afterwards, 
or the evening before she was ta- 
ken tll, she said that she had ae 
gain, im her dream, seen an An- 
gel, who told her she had nothing 
more to do here and must go 
with him. She went to bed.ap- 
parently in much better . health 
than usual; but awaked in about 
two hours, in most violent dis- 
tress, from which she feund no 
relief but in death. Her disor. 
der was of the most distressing 
kind ; yet she bore it with the 
most exemplary patience, and 
never expressed a hope or (I may 
say) a wish to recover. 

I did not know that she was in 
so dangerous a situation until 
= hursday afternoon, aud on Fri- 
day morning I arrived at Mr. 
Cook’s about eleven, and found 
her alive, though she was thought 
to be dying. Sie had her sen- 
ses perfectly and expressed great 
Satisfaction, that she was permit- 
ted to see me once more and 
give me her last instructions. 
Her bodily stre: ngth was nearly 
exhausted ; but that of her mind 
was not in the least impaired : 
her voice was quite clear and 
articulate, but had a_ hollow 
sound which made every thing 
she said much more impressive : 
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to 2 , rr 
just before I went in, she had turntothe Lord and live ; most 





ae sung ahymn, and it did not ap- fervently did she pray for the in- 
“- pear to fatigue her much to talk. terest of Zion, that Christ’s king- 
‘4 She diligently improved this priv- dom might be built up» and me 
i ilege, and ceased not to exhort tablished throughout the earth 

; ca seadek ta make ~ ‘welel and lastly, { or herself, that God 
-. iinprovement of the solemn scene would have compassion on her 
Cn we were then witness sing, toadore weakness, and enable her, to the 
i. the goodness of God in ali his dis- Jast, to bear her ie with chis- 
a pensations, and to submit with tian patience, nat: Se eer 
e cheerful resignation to his divine her staff and support through the 

" will dark valley of the shadow of 

Soon after I went ito the death ; that he would grant her 

| room, she gave me rer hand; a quick and easy trea, _ 
rs it was cold, and covered witha arms of her Savior; ‘that she 


“i Roath ike perspit ration; “take might join her dear departed 


a hold of this ice,” she said; I press- friends, in singing eternal halla- 
oil edit with both mine and was lujahs to God the Father, God 
iS most deeply affected ; she fixed the Son, and God the Holy 
- her eyes upon my face, and with Ghost ; Amen. 

a a look of tender compassion, said, She had frequent turns of ap- 
_ *T know, My Dear, that you will pearing quite exhausted, and 
at sensibly mourn the loss of me, would seem for a few moments 
ei but you must not murmur at the ht be dying, when she would con- 
~ just chastisments of your Heav-  stantly ejaculate, ‘© Blessed Je- 
~ enly Father :—-bow with humili- sus, come quickly—Holy Spirit, 
1S ty andc remingas to his wise support me—O Lamb of God, 
- and | just, < ecrees :—bear it con- receive my spirit—sweet babe of 
na ‘tantly in your mind that you Bethlehem, defend and help me 
y must shorily follow me—And -—pray for me, my friends, that 
; O! that you might be enabled my Jesus may come quickly.” 
es so to live—that you may on your She would soon grow easier, 
/ eath-bed, receive that divine and, after reposing herself -a- 
‘i assistance, which at this mo- while, would continue her exhor- 
ment, supports me, and which tations to us, that she might lose 
id even in the agonies of death, no time while she had power to 
ht raises me above bodily pain, and speak. About 3 o’clock Pp. M. 
* will soon, 1 trust, transport my some symptoms appearing a little 
- soul to endless happiness.”’ more favorable, Doct. C. was 
qd She composed herself a short anxious that she should take some 
: time, and then offered up to the more, medicine, as he thought 
e throne of grace, a most excellent there was still a possibility that it 
4 @@ and affecting prayer, that God might have a good effect. We, 
“4 would console her dear, afflicted eepetonts prevailed upon her to 
d husband, and her other dear take a little, though she was con- 
" friends ; she prayed for all peo- fident that it would have no good 


ple, her enemies as well as oth- effect nor did she wish that it 
be ers ; that sinners might be bro’t should ; but rather reproached 
to see the evil of their ways, and us for being g so selfish as to wish 
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to detain her here. ‘* Why, my 
friends, will you cling so fast to 
me? I am impatient to leave this 
vile tabernacle of clay, which 
gives me so much pain; that:J 
may be happy in the presence of 
my Savior. ‘This day, I hope to 
be with him in paridise, where [ 
hope to meet many cf my dear 
friends who have gone before me, 
particularly my dear N.* whose 
soul, I trust, will be the first to 
welcome mine to those regions 
of bliss. —This 1s Friday, the day 
on which our Savior was crucifi- 
ed; I thank God that I am per- 
mitted to suffer the pains of death 
on this day ;— but how trifling 
are my sufferings when compar- 
ed with his ; | am laying upon a 
bed of down, surrounded by the 
most kind and tender friends and 
every possible comfort, while he 
agonizedupon the cross, and gave 
his life a ransom for poor wretch- 
ed sinners, of whom I am the 
chief :—but glory be to God, 
who, through the merits of bis 
Son, hath granted me peace and 
pardon.—O ! that you might all 
be made sensible of this inestima- 
ble blessing, and devote your 
lives more tully to the service of 
the Lord. Remember the in- 
junctions of a dying friend, and 
endeavor to live to the glory of 
God, in the strict performance of 
every christian duty ; be con- 
stant and regular in family pray- 
er, and will you, Mr. Stewart, 
preach it to your people, exhort 
and persuade them not to neg- 
Ject this most essential duty ;— 
declare to them, * the whole 
counsel of God.”? Dispiay to 
them, the terrors of the law, and 
the celights of the gospel. May 





* Whose dying exercises were pub- 
tished in the Adviser for Apri, p. $0. 
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God bless you, and prosper your 
pious exertions for building up 
his church here in the wilderness, 
and may you be the means of per- 
Suading many sinners to turn to 
the Lord, that they may find 
mercy.”—Mr. § -t told her 
that it would be his chief happi- 
ness to remember and fulfil her 
requests ; he prayed God that 
he might profit by her pious ex- 
ample, and was confident the im- 
pressions of that moment would 
never wear away. She thanked 
him, for all his goodness to her, 
and looking at us all, she said, 
‘‘do not mourn to excess; I leave 
you in the handsof God, persevere 
in the goood work you have be- 
gun, and we shall soon meet a- 
gain never more to be seperated.” 
cigain surveying us aS we were 
weeping around her—* mourn 
not for me,”’ she said, “but for 
yourselves—to this situation you 
must all be brought, how soon 
you know not—be ready there- 
fore, that you may not be called 
away unprepared.”’—Being con: 
siderably fatigued, she begged 
we would leave her and go and 
take some refreshment, while she 
slept. We went and she slept 
quite easy for some time. Af- 
ter this, her turns = distress 
grew more frequent, she thought 
herself going Yen, sad desired 
that we would all sit down by 
her ; she then requested’ me to 
sing ahymn, in which she joined, 
rather feebly at first, but, when 
we came to the last verse, 
«¢ Jesus can make a dying bed’’— 
her voice rose, and ] think I nev- 
er heard her sing so clearly in my 
life. Mr. Stewart then prayed 
with her, which she said afforded 
her great refreshment.—A num- 
ber of people cailed in; she re- 
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quested that they might all come 
into the room that she might be 
a spectacle for them, and she 
gave them most excellent advice. 
She had her reason (except two 
or three minutes at a time) to 
the last—and after a severe turn 
of distress, in which she had 
moved towards the fore-side of 
the bed, where’ « ‘s sitting, she 
cast up her eyes, andsaying ina 
fervent manner, ‘ | see the glo- 
ries of Christ’s kinedom,’”’—her 
spirit departed without a strue- 
gle at just 9 o’clock, in the eve- 
ning of April 2ist. Her faith 
remained firm and _ unshaken 
through the whole, and rather in- 
creased as her strength dimin- 
ished.—Mr. Stewart who con- 
tinued with us through the last 
sad scene, enquired whether she 
had thought of any particular 
text for the funeral sermon, she 
mentioned the last part of the 5th 
verse in the 12th chapter of Ec- 
clesiastes.—-The funeral was at- 
tended at eleven o’clock on the 
next Sabbath. Mr. Stewart de- 
livered a most excellent and af- 
fecting discourse—and there was 
alarge collection of people and 
many sincere mourners for the 
death of this truly pious person. 


Ss 


At a Meeting of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Bille Society. 


Janvary 16th, 1809. 


‘EXTRACTS from two let. 
ters from Robert Ralston, esquire, ad- 
dressed to Josiah Roberts, esq. were 
read, dated Philadelphia, November 
10th, and December 13th, 1808, con- 
taining an account of the measures 
which had been successfully adopted 
to procure the formation of a Bible 
Society m that city, on am extensive 
scale.” 

‘: A letter was also read, from Rob- 
ort Ralston, esq. treasurer of the Bi- 
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ble Society, instituted at Philadelphia, 
on the 12:h of December, 1808, ad- 
dressed to this committee, announce 
ing the formation of such a scciety, 
inclosing a copy of its constitution, 
and soliciting the countenance and 
assistance of this society, as an en- 
couragement to vigorous exertions in 
America.”’ 

‘© Resolved unanimously, That the 
sum of two hundred ponnds be grant- 
ed to the Bible Society at Philadel- 
phia, and that it be communicated to 
the members of that society, that this 
committee will extend their aid to 
them, in proportion as they can ex- 
tend the sphere of their operations.” 

Extracted from the minutes, 
JOSEPH TARN, as’t Sec. 
{ Evan. Intel.} 


—_—-— -— 


From the reod. Fohn Owen, Secretary 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, to Robert Ralston, esq. 

Fulham, near London, 
Jan. 25th, 1809. 
DEAR SIR, 


I HAVE great pleasure in re- 
porting to you the high satisfaction 
which the committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society received 
from vour communication relative to 
the Bible Scciety, recently formed at 
Philadelphia, of which you are the 
treasurer. 

The committee considered the in- 
telligence as announcing an event from 
which, through the divine blessing the 
Most auspicious consequences may be 
expected to result. Under this impres- 
sion, they immediately voted the sum 
of two hundred pounds, in aid of your 
iunds, and asa testimony of their read- 
iness toafford you the desired encour- 
agement with the least possible dejay. 

It was the unanimous disposition of 
the committee to have manifested 
their respect for your: undertaking, 
bY granting you a pecuniary suppiy 
upon amuch larger scale: but thev 
were restrained from indulging it, by 
the consideration of those limits which 
you appeared to have precribed to the 
plan and designation of your Bible 
Society. Had it entered into your 
views, to comprehend as many prov- 
inces as could be brought to concur 
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with you in onginstitution, of which 
Phiiadeiphia might be the centre, the 
committee wou “d have regarded your 
lan as better adapted to the accom- 
siishment of your object, and would 
sladiy have exrended to it a propor. 
tional degree of pecuniary encourage- 
ment. ‘As it is, they very cordially 
hail, in its bmited engagemenis, the 
‘day of sr nal things ;’’ and conh- 
dentiy trust, that you will be stimu- 
lated to give it as much enlargement, 
as the local circumstances of your 
country willadmit. 

Proceed ther refore, dear sir, in giv- 
} to your infant i usiitution, every 
poses degree of latitude and efh- 
c.ency. Hoid out the scriptures in 
their naked simplicity, as a rallyis ne 
point, to the severa! denominations of 
christians yn the American union: 
and r Roh in the prosecu' ion « of thi 
glorious work, upon the blessing of 

Y 


C2 


God, the prayers of all rate men 
and the cordial co-operation os the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci 
Iam, dear sir, yours very “fa ith- 
fully, 
JOHN OWEN, secretary. 
Robert Ralston, esq. treasurer to 2 


~ 


the Philadelphia Bible Socie! v.§ 


a ee 


A Noa rrcative of t the — of Re/; igton, 
“9 bin the bounds of the General As- 
semly of the Presbyterian Church 


oa sha Cs —— 
Gn lit tW2 Oi fi1teS 0 


’ 

ft Connecticut and 
Varn + bepsepaoe the 4753) 5 3 
Vermont, during the time interven- 
2unzF bet ween Ad: ry 1 


2 oe ~ General Assembly erce 
mach the churches under 
th 


vat they may lay before 
them a condensed narrative of the 
state of religion within u 
rhe deaiings of God wih us, 
e:thren, during the p year, call 
for onewed emouons of wonder 
love, and praise. He has not !eft 
jiimseif without a witness amongst 
3; the east, the west, the north, 
id the south can testify ; for in them 
Gis statel y footsteps may be seen. 
tn answer to the prayers of his peo- 
‘c, he has come down tike dew upon 
ine mown grass, and like showers 


theiy care , 


that water the earth; and we are 


« 


ing before us, and nas 
nd grace are still displayed, tn the 
convicuion and conversion of sinne¢ 
as wel! as in beiiding up his — 
= rmost holy faiih. ‘These are the 

eat outlin es of curs jtuation, to the 
more particular description ef which 
we now cali your attenti: 

It is with peculiar sive: then 
thar we state, that peace and harmo- 
ny, SO Ornamental and necessary to 
he christian church, have prevailcd 
inthe past year, with but few ex. 
ceptions, throughout our bounds; 
that the worship of Ged bas been 
generaliy and respectfully attended in 


our churches; that the distinguishing 
doctrines of grace have been well ree 
ceived, and, in many instances, have 
been attenced with ‘great and Veible 
success. Although from the great 
extent of late revivals and the num. 
bers received into our church, there 
was reason to fear that many tares 
were imftersperscd with the harvest, 
yet we are happy to state that in. 
stances of apostacy have seldcm cc. 
curred. 

The leading features that have 
chaiacierized our churches curing the 
last year, have, we apprehend, been 


lappy to State that his 
ass 


h 
pa 


on 


a growing thirst for divine knowl. 
edge, and an increased attachment to 
the distinguishing ; doctrines of mrace 
= 3 


fan uy visitation and the catechetical 
Instrucuen of our beloved youth, hav, 
dcubiless contributed in a freat de 
gree to excite, as weil as to satisfy 
tiiis desire, Weare happy to stare 
that catechetical instruction has been 
atre:ided to during the last year, with 


perbaps preater assiculty, than has 
ever been wan 1essed AMONZSt US ; ae 
we are persuaded that its results will 


be highly ‘tte le to the dearest ” 
terests OF the church of God in cur 
country. Deeply impressed with a 
convicuon ibe t holiness becometh his 
house forever, the churches of Christ 
have cured 4 their attention, with in- 
creasing care, to the su port of « 
vise and salutary discipline. Sccie- 


ties for diffusing evangelical truck 


have been organized, and are now in 
operation ; Bibles and small religious 
tracts have been extensively cistribut- 


ed. Pier, ying societies, formerly es- 
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wiilst many new ones have been 
added. These institutions, by call- 
ing into exercise the latent gifts and 
graces of the people of God, in an 
essential part of his wors wes , as well 
as in promoting ze al and srotherly 
love, have served as nurseri¢s of the 
church, and have produced, and are 
almost incredib'e effects 
state of 


producing, 
upon the moral and religious 
the community. 

The Presbytery of Long-Island 
has experienc ced a avery general reviv- 
al from the presence of the Lord. 
The Presbyteries of Albany and Hud- 
son, in some of their congregations, 
have been visited with divine influ- 
ence from on high; whiist a large 
district of East Jersey, as well as its 
extreme in the West, has known, 
orislearning toknow, the Almighty 
power of God. Acknowledged in- 
‘idels, and practical unbeuevers, who 
so lately eyed the cross with maligni- 
ty; and its adherents with contempt, 
are now seen, in censiderabie num- 
bers, cloathed, and in their right 
minds, at the feet of Bit whilst 
the poor di ssipat ed prodiga!, who so 
lately was a burthen to himself and 
to the world, is seen returning to his 
father’s house, or already encircled 
in his father’s arms, Those parts of 
the church which were favored, with 
revivals in former yeavs, appear to 
be securing the advantages they have 
gained, and to be gathering in the 
gleanings of the vintage; whilst bod- 
ily agitations, where they had ap- 
peared, have almost wholly subsided, 
and have given place to calm inquiry 
into the great and leading doctrines 
ef the gospel. 

The Assembly have observed with 
nleasure, that the various missions 
under their direction, have been pros- 
ecuted with exemplary diligence and 
fdelity, and with a measure of suc- 
cess calculated to rejoice the hearts of 
those who have contributed of their 
worldly substance to the support of 
this great object, aud to engage them 
to a continuance of their “liberality. 
Through the instrumentality of these 
missions, not only a large population 
of our own citizens who would others 
wise remain almost wholly destitute 
of the gospel, have its doctrines and 
Ordinances dispersed among them; 
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but several Indian tribes have the in- 
valuable biessines of civilization and 
the christian religion renin yee 
their reach; and the unlappy chit 
ren of Ateica are also greeted w ithe 
those glad tidings of salvanion to 
which, in a Christian country, they 
have . peculiar claim. 

But whilst events of a prosperous 
nature are recounted with pleasure 
it Js the duty of this Assembly, te 
inform the churches,: that circum- 
stances have occurred cf an opposite 
description, and such as cae to ae 
considered as highly calamitous and 
Thev have learned with 
whilet several parts o€ 
have recently been supe 
plied with a ro whe ministry, and = 
resular administration of ordinances 
others in these res pects are in an cx- 
ceedinaly destitute situation. ‘*The 
harvest truly is great, but the labor- 
ers are few;” ‘ pray ye, brethren 
the Lord of the harvest that he would 
send forth laborers into his harvest.’? 
In a portion ef country of some ex- 
tent, embraced within the bounds of 
the synod of Kentucky, we are sorry 
to learn that a spirit of fanaticicm 
propagating the most palpable errors, 
as well as insubordination to the con- 
stituted authorities of our church, has 
greatly prevailed. In consequence of 
this, some of our congregations have 
been torn by intestine divisions, and 
are yet bleeding at every pore. The 
Assembiv conceive that they cannot 
do justice to their own feelings on 
this occasion, or to the cause cf 
Christ, withcut noticing in terms cf 
high disapprobation so ruinous a de- 
parture from duty ; they hold out at 
the same time the hand of concilia- 
tion to their erring brethren, and in- 
vite a speedy return to the good or- 
der and discipline of cur church. 

In addition to the above, the As- 
sembly have heard with pain of the 
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prevalence, in some parts of their 
bounds, a form of religion without 
its power, as welias of vice and im- 
morality. .ukewarmness detested 


by the head of the church, intemper- 
ance inguiphing every social and do- 
mestic virtue, an awful profanation 
of the sabbath, sports and unlawful 
games, like so many ensigns of death, 
have appeared, assailing the | singdom 
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160 Dedicat: 


f Christ, and strengthening the em- 
nine of his foes. 
donbrediy called to mourn over these 
evils, we are equally called to coun- 
teract them; ‘ the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, buf mighty 
through God, and shail finally pre- 
yail.”’ ** For Zion’s sake, therefore, 
will we not hold our'peace, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake we will not rest, 
until the righteousness thereof go 
forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth,” 

From the accounts received from 
our sister churches of Connecticut 
aud Vermont, it appears that the 
great head of the church has mani- 
fested toward them, during the last 
year, the most signal interpositions 
of divine love and mercy. Yale Col- 
lege has been visited, and a number 
of her sons have been hopefully 
gathered into the bosom of the ch urch, 
Many towns and villages, in both of 
these states, have felt, in a very un- 
common degree, the power of sove- 
reign grace, and acc@ssions to their 
eommunion have been exceedingly 
numerous. Infidelisy is confounded, 
or returres from the publiceye. Char- 
acters distinguished by talents, learn- 
ing, Morais, and property, have been 
led publicly to profess themselves the 
disciples of our Lord. A knowledge 
of the holy scriptures is diffusing it- 
self farand wide. Weare also in- 
formed, that distinguished revivals 
of religion have existed in several 
parts of Massachusetts, and that 
hepeful appearances have also begun 
in New- Hampshire ang in the district 
of Maine. 

On a review of the whole inform- 
ation we have received, the Assem- 
bly take their stand at the foot of the 
cross, and rejoice in the wonders of 
redeeming love. 

Ve have only to add our ardent 
prayer, that the angel jlying through 
the midst of heaven, Saving the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach to every kind- 
red and tongue, may soon reach the 
urmost bounds of his destination ; 
that every obstacle that might impede 
his flight, or stay his progress, may 
be speedily remeved, and that the 
knowledge of Christ may soon cover 
the earth, as the waters fill the sea. 
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Ordinations. | Jorn. 
Come quickly ; Amen. 
come, Lord Jesus.’’ 
Certified by 
Jacos.J. Janeway, stated clerk 


Even so, 
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DEDICATION. 


ON Wednesday, May 3lst, the 

elegant and commodious edifice e- 
rected in Middlebury for public wor- 
ship was consecrated to Almighty 
God. : 
The solemnities of the day were 
introduced with implorieg a blessing 
and reading a portion of the sixth 
chapter of 2d Chron. by the Rev. 
Mr. Merrill, of Middiebury. The 
edicatory prayer was made hy the 
Rev. Mr. Lullar, of Royaiton ;—a 
discourse was Ccelivered by the Rev. 
Mr. Ball, of Rutland, from Genesis 
xxvili, 17. Concluding prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Jackson, of Dorset.— 
Appropriate and highly interesting 
music was pertormed on the occasion 
by a numerous choir of singers. 


oe 


ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED at New-Haven, 
on Wednesday the 14th inst. over 
the Congregationai Church in that 
piace, the Rev. Josiah Hopkins. — 
The introductory prayer was made 
by the Rev, Jonathan Hovey, o 
Wevhridge:—Sermon by the Rev. 
Holland weeeke, of Pittsford, from 
Isaiah xhix. 4, 5. Consecrating 
prayer by the Rev. Simeon Parmelee, 
of Westford :—Charge by the Rev. 
Lemuei Haynes, of West Rutiand: 
Right hand of fellowship by the Rey. 
John Denison, of Jericho. 

Ordained, on the same oecasion, 
the Rev. Jeremiah Atwater, Pres- 
ident of Middlebury College, to the 
work of the Evangelical Ministry.— 
The Rev. Jedediah Bushnell, of 
Cornwall, made the ‘consecrating 
prayer ;—the Rev. Holland Weeks, 
of Pittsford, gave the charge; the 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, of Middle 
bury gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship, and the Rev. Truman Baldwin, 
of Charlotte, made the concluding - 
prayer. 








